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Atchison County Families,
It is after much discernment regarding the evolving situation with the Coronavirus that we pass the
following information on to you. The school districts in Atchison County always keep the safety of our
students as the primary factor in any decision-making process we undertake and it is through that lens that
we now work.
We feel we have an opportunity to be proactive in a situation that is quickly escalating and will be upon us
sooner than we would like. Already, 27 states have closed schools and many cases of the coronavirus have
been reported in our neighboring states. Whether we realize it or not, our communities are not immune to
the spread of the coronavirus. The I-29 corridor passes through our county, we share classroom space with
Maryville, and all of our students have contact with each other through family members and activities both
inside and outside of school.
It is for these reasons, along with the rate and method of infection related to the coronavirus, that schools
in Atchison County are canceling classes and all school activities beginning Thursday, 3/19/2020 until at
least 4/6/2020. While classes are canceled beginning this Thursday, activities are cancelled effective
immediately. Prior to reconvening regular classes, area superintendents will coordinate with health officials
to determine current risk and decide whether coming back to school will be the safest course of action for
our communities.
We understand that this is short notice for a closure that could last for an indefinite amount of time. We
wanted to provide our families at least a small amount of time to prepare for an extended closure since a
long-term closure involves different family resources than those that normally occur for one or two days.
We want to be as fair as possible and keep everyone informed regarding this ongoing situation.
We thank you for your understanding and willingness to help with this issue.

Sincerely,

Karma Coleman

